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FEDERAL ELECTION: G0MMISSIQN 
WASHIJiaeiiQN. D;C.:2fl4.63: 

Ms. Melanie iDetloff 

MetsuBe. LA 70005 

MUR6623 
Melanie Detloff 

J2 Dear Ms. D^|pf| 
P 

On Jianuaiy 6,201 % :the FedeFal Biection Commission ("Commission'') .notified you that 
ST the: Commission, in the:npnnal: coliFse of carrying out its supeFvisoty :re$ponsibilities, had 
VJ iascertairied information indiGating: tiiat you may havC: violated ilie iFiederal Election Campaipi 
0 Act Of 1971, as amended. Chi July 3:1,: ̂ 012, and after Gonsideriiig all the information, the 

Cbmmission .dismissed this matter as it pertelns to you> The Fiactual andiiLegal Analysî ^ is 
ênclosed fpr yotir infonnatipn, 

The Act- provides ithat "rid |p.ersdii shali niake a cohtributidti.in the .'tiairie oiaiidther 
person or lmQv̂ hgly permitihis riameto be used to effect ,such a contribû ^ 2-UrŜ C; § 44;H 
the Commission cautib.ns ypu to take steps, to: ensure &atyour conduGt:.is in compliancê  with'tiie 
Act and the Commission's regulations. 

YQU sure advised tli^ ofl UVS-Cj* § 43!7g(?pi|il29̂ ::rem[a 
iih e.ffe0tj and that this.i:niatter is sitill open with respect-tpiQther resppndlÊ t̂ ^̂  The Cpmniissidn 
will notî  ydu 'when the entire file has been GldSed; 

:If ypu haye any questions, pieasê  contact betbert K. Rigsbŷ  thp: attorney assigned tp: this 
matiBFj, at (202); 694-165:0. 

Sincerely, 

Susan L. Lebeaux 
Assistaiit General Cdunsel. 

Encidsure 
;Fajctual and :Le;gal Analysis 



FiSt̂ ERAL fLiECtlON COMMiSSiON 

FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 

RESPONDENT: Melanie Detlbff MUR :6623 

L GENiEiRLATiON OF THE :MATTER 

This matter waS: generated based on information ascertained by the Federal Election 

^ Commission ("Cdrnmissidn") in the; normal cOursei of carrying out its supervisory 

{0 responsibilities. iSfee 2 :U.S,G?. §̂  437g(a)(2). 
O 

n. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS 
ffl 
ST . . . . 

^ A. Factual Siiminary 
P 

ffl informatipn availabie: to the Commission iiidicafes that Scalise for CorigEess 

C*CoihiTiitteê ')j theprincipal campaign committee of Representative Stephen Scalise,: who was 

the' successful ;200:8 candidate for tiie HiSt CdngiressiOnai Distriict of Louisiima, had received 

cphtributions in, 2007 .firom William A. Beiiiiett that reportedly had been made in the nameis of 

Melanie Detioff, Julie Ott̂  and James Wyckoff for $2,300 each. The contributions ih issue 

relate to the March: 8,2008, Louisiana Republican special primaiy election.: On its 2007 Year-

End Report, the Committee idientified Bennettj vdio ailsb cpnitributed $2,300 on the samis date 

as the others, as a Benetech executive arid COtitribiitof Wycko ff as the owiier of United. 

Properties Oevelppment in Niew jersey. Therê  are no empipyers listed for cpntributors Ott and 

Detlbff. Accorditig. to public .sources, Benetech is a limited liability :Com:pany headquartered in 

New Chrleans. for -which Bennett reportedly serves as Presidient and iulib: Ott as :Chief 

Administratiye OlScer. See BENETECH. httpi//wwwvgobenet̂ ^̂  

June 19 j 2012). Publidy available state'martiage-and Cothniission records reflect that :Melanie 

Detloff was fdrmerly Bennett's spous&. See ANCEST.KY.COM> 
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•Êage'2; 

tittp:A^isear(^.arieesprx^ Index:,. iî 56ii2Oj0Ŝ  

i(reporting .marriage isetWeeri; Melaiiie K Detloff and Will iam A. Benitiett on July ;24,2O04̂ i 

RomiieyjtQf President, InCi, April 15 Quarterly Report at 344 (Apr: 13,2007) (reatlributirig 

S2,100 of contribution from William Bennett to: his spouse, Melanie Bennett), 

On Julie 2i>:20l i j aftpr̂ o with the Reports Analysis Diyisipn, thie 

Committee filed a Form :99, which informed the Commission: that; 

Q On Deceriiber 19,20O?;; the: Scalise . for Congress campaign 
ffl xecei ved four checks as part of SL fundraising; event. These cheGks 
ffl were in the amounts of $̂ ,300 each firom William Bennetts Julie 
^ 6% James %ckoff and Melanie Detlbff: On. June 15̂ 2011, tlie 
^ campaign wasinptified̂  by a donoî , William Bjeinnett,; that hê  
in reimbursed the other three individuails named above fdir their 
fH î pective Cdntributidns to the Scailisei for Cohgress campaign; 

Before this: notification on .June 15,2011, the campaign never had 
:any infpnnatibn that wouî  haye ted to: question tiie yaiidity of thĉ . 
checks. The checks in question were reported on the FEC rieiport 

filed for ttie foiftth quarter 2007. 

The Committee .fiirther explained that it would disgoige all four ofthe eontributions, 

totaiJirig $?i20Qito:tiie U.S. T i ^ ^ Tlie Committee did so on JUrie:2;i,;2̂ ^ SfeeScialî ei 

fbr Congress; Jiily 15 (Jiiarteriy Repdrt at 96 (Jii^ 2011). 

The Commissioii .notilied î Ptloff̂ ^̂  

the normal course of carrying out its supervisory resppnsibilities. Detloff did not submit: a 

Response to the. Commission's: notification. Information [available to the :C?bmmissiOn aisO 

indicates tiiat. BennM asked eacii of die ĥp made theiseiGOntrib̂ ^ to write 

:che'Cks in the amount of $2,300 made payable to the Committee,: and that Bennett had stated 

tha,t .he was at. the: maximum indi vidual contributibn limit and nieeded. the conduit donors to 

contribute. Benriett teportedly fiirther stated that he would ri0i;mbur:s.e eacii. of lhem for the 

contribution. 
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B. :Legal..̂ naiy$isi 

The; Federal Election Campaign :Act of 1971.̂  as amended (flie "Act"): pr0YideS:thlt 

"nO' person shall miake a contribution in the name of anotheir person or knoWihgly permit his 

name to be used to effect:suGh acontribution.-''2 Usî^̂  •§ 44 iif., Information ayailable to the 

Commission indicates that Bennett asked Detloff and the other conduits to contribute and 

VJ promised to reimburse them. Detioff may have been Ben'neit:̂ s" wife at the time of the 

^ reimbursement scheme.: We have no inibrmatibnjhat Detlbff actively participated in the 
ffl .... - • 
1̂0 reimbursement scheme, and it appears she simply acted, as is,: eonduit. Based on' these: 
VJ 

^ cifcuiiistanceŝ  the Commissidn disniiisses this maier as tO: Mdahie Detloff. 
P 
ffl 
H 


